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Steps You Must Take to Participate in 

NCAA Division I or II Athletics

Freshmen and Sophomores Should:

ÅStart planning now!

ÅWork hard to get the best grades possible.

ÅTake classes that match your high schoolôs NCAA List of 

Approved Core Courses.  The NCAA Eligibility Center will 

only use approved core courses to certify your initial 

eligibility.

ÅYou can access and print your high schoolôs NCAA List of 

Approved Core Courses at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.
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Steps You Must Take to Participate in 

NCAA Division I or II Athletics

Juniors Must:

Å At the beginning of your junior year, register with the Eligibility 

Center at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net and complete the 

amateurism questionnaire.

Å Register to take the ACT, SAT or both, and use the Eligibility 

Center code ñ9999ò as a score recipient.

Å Double check to make sure that you are taking courses that match 

your high schoolôs NCAA List of Approved Core Courses.

Å Request that your high school guidance counselor send an official 

transcript to the Eligibility Center after completing your junior year.  

(The Eligibility Center does NOT accept faxed transcripts.)
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Steps You Must Take to Participate in 

NCAA Division I or II Athletics
Seniors Must:

Å At the beginning of your senior year, check with your guidance 

counselor and the Eligibility Center to determine the number of 

core courses that need to be completed your senior year.

Å You may take the SAT and/or ACT as often as you feel 

necessary.  The Eligibility Center will use the best scores from 

each section of the SAT or ACT to determine your best 

cumulative score.

Å Continue to take core courses.

Å Check to make sure that you are taking courses that match your 

high schoolôs NCAA List of Approved Core Courses.
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Steps You Must Take to Participate in 

NCAA Division I or II Athletics

Seniors Must:

ÅReview your amateurism questionnaire responses and 

request final amateurism certification beginning April 1 (for 

fall enrollees) or October 1 (for spring enrollees).

Å Continue to earn the best grades possible.

Å After graduation, ask your high school guidance counselor to 

send your final transcript to the Eligibility Center with proof of 

graduation.

ÅGraduate on time (in eight academic semesters).  If you fall 

behind, use summer school sessions prior to graduation to 

catch up.
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Early Certification

Early Certification Waiver
ÅIf you meet the following criteria after six semesters, you will be certified as a 

qualifier:

o Minimum SAT (math and critical reading) of 1000 or minimum sum score of 

85 on the ACT; 

o For Division I: Core-course grade-point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher in a 

minimum of 13 core courses:

Å3 English;

Å2 math;

Å2 science; and

Å6 additional core courses.

o For Division II: Core-course GPA of 3.0 or higher in a minimum of 12 core 

courses:

Å3 English;

Å2 math;

Å2 science; and

Å5 additional core courses.
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Graduate On Time

ÅFrom the time you enter the ninth grade, you have four 

(4) years, or eight (8) semesters to graduate from high 

school.  If you don't graduate "on time" in eight 

semesters, no core courses taken after the eighth 

semester will be counted toward your NCAA academic-

eligibility requirements. 

ÅGraduation "on time" also means that if your high school 

graduation takes place June 1, you graduated June 1. If 

you do not graduate June 1 with the rest of your high 

school class, you have not graduated "on time." 
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Registering with 

the Eligibility Center

Starting at the beginning of your junior year:

ÅLog on to www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.

ÅSelect ñProspective Student-Athletes.ò

ÅRegister as a U.S. or international student-

athlete.
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College-

bound 

student-

athletes will 

click here
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U.S. student-

athletes will click 

here to register.

International 

student-athletes 

will click here to 

register.
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Completing the 

Amateurism Questionnaire

ÅWhen you register, be sure to complete the amateurism 

questionnaire.

ÅLog in and click on ñEnter/Update Amateur Questionnaire.ò

ÅAnswer the questions honestly.  Do not let anyone complete 

this for you.

ÅReview your amateurism questionnaire responses and 

request final amateurism certification during your senior year 

(beginning April 1 for fall enrollees and beginning October 1 

for winter/spring enrollees).
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Clicking here allows 

the college-bound 

student-athlete to 

start, update or finish 

the amateurism 

questionnaire.
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